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The seminar will introduce the students to the question of art’s ambitions and
realizations with regards to social change. The seminar will approach not only
the restricted field of ‘art’ (i.e. based in visual arts) but also the performing
arts. The seminar will move across the 20th century up to the present, and will
look concretely into arts practices in Europe (e.g. Germany, France,
Netherlands, Italy, Cyprus, Kosovo, Russia), central Asia (Afghanistan) and
the Americas (USA, Brazil).

The first part of the seminar will delve into a historical overview of some
particularly relevant movements, i.e. futurism, constructivism, modern dance
and forum theatre.

The second part will offer an analytical and critical look on the recent trend of
‘relational aesthetics’, which advances a ‘light’ program of social change.

The third part of the seminar will propose some social-scientific readings of
the possible realization of social change through art practices, and will account
for reflexive social critique within the art worlds (with Institutional Critique).
The fourth part will focus on a number of cases where the practices of artists
and curators are confronted to complex and hostile contexts.

The last session of the seminar will be devoted to an open discussion of the
question of art and social change today.
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The seminar does not pretend to be exhaustive, given the immensity of its
subject: “art and social change”. However, it aims to provide an overview of
the question of social change in modern and contemporary arts (both visual
and performing arts).

Thanks to the seminar, the students will be able to relate current discourses on
social change in the arts to significant historical precedents (such as futurism,
constructivism and forum theatre). They will be aware of currently en-vogue
discourses such as ‘relational aesthetics’ and ‘institutional critique’ and able to
conduct critical analyses of these trends. And they will be introduced to some
recent social-scientific approaches to the question of social change, applied to
art practices. Finally, they will be able to discuss these questions in different



cultural contexts such as post-war societies and other complex social-political
configurations (e.g. Afghanistan, Kosovo, Cyprus).

Priifungsleistung: Referat + Hausarbeit
The ‘sources’ mentioned in "Seminarplan" are for the oral presentation

Sonstiges: (‘Referat’). The students are expected to conduct their own bibliographic
research and select further sources for their written final work (‘Hausarbeit’).
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