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NATIONAL MODEL UNITED NATIONS

Since 2008 the Center for the Study of Democracy organizes the participation
of Leuphana University students at the ‘National Model United Nations” (NMUN)
project in New York City. The NMUN is the biggest simulation of the UN worldwide
and takes place annually since 1946, always in the spring. It is organized in close
cooperation with the UN headquarters and takes partially place at the original
sites.

Every year more than 3000 students from all over the world take part in the NY
gathering. Each national student delegation is required to represent one UN-
member state as well as one non-governmental organization (NGO) in different
committees, like the General Assembly with its sub-committees, special organiza-
tions and branches (i.e. UNIFEM, UNEP or UNICEF).

Participants learn about the day-to-day working of multinational organizations
and about international politics more generally. They also train to familiarize
themselves with complex issues and train their rhetorical and intercultural skills.

After a very successful first participation of the Leuphana delegates (representing
Algeria) in 2008, ZDEMO and the Leuphana University decided to continue this
project. Delegations have since been sent both in 2009 (representing Tansania)
and 2010 (representing the Islamic Republic of Mauretanien).

Funding for the project comes from a variety of sources, including the univer-
sity and the students themselves, but also from political and private foundations
as well as local business. Responsibility for fundraising as well as the training
and preparation of the student delegation lies with the Center for the Study of
Democracy.

NETWORKING

The Center for the Study of Democracy engages in active networking, both
nationally and internationally:

The Northern German Network for Democracy Studies (NND), founded in 2007,
aims at supporting research and academic exchange in the field of democra-
cy research. It does so by connecting institutes and departments of political
science at the University of Bremen, the Jacobs University Bremen, the University
of Greifswald, the University of Hamburg, the Leibniz University of Hanover and
the Leuphana University Liineburg. The ZDEMO is coordinating the network while
the participating institutions are registered as associated members of ZDEMO.

Central part of the network's activities is to organize regular doctoral seminars.
Invited are young researchers from the different partner institutions, who get the
chance to present and discuss their respective research projects.

Since 2009 ZDEMO is member of the Network of Democracy Research
Institutes (NDRI). NDRI is an association of organizations that conduct research
on democracy, democratization, and related topics in comparative government
and international affairs. Included in the Network are independent institutions,
university-based study centers, and research programs affiliated with political
parties, labor unions, and democracy and human rights movements, and other or-
ganizations. NDRI is organized by the Forum for Democracy at the National Endow-
ment for Democracy (NED) in Washington D.C. See: www.wmd.org/ndri/ndri.html

ZDEMO is institutional member of the International Political Science Association
(IPSA) (www.ipsa.org/site) as well as the European Consortium for Political Re-
search (ECPR) (www.ecprnet.eu).
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MISSION STATEMENT

The Center for the Study of Democracy (ZDEMO) at Leuphana University Lueneburg
(Germany) conducts scholarly and applied research on democratic institutions
and procedures within politics, society, economics, and the environment.

ZDEMO’s main aims are:

1. to expand scholarly knowledge and public awareness about democracy and its
consequences across politics and society, economics and the environment

2. to contribute to the sustainability and vitality of democracy as a normative
principle and political system by disseminating this knowledge via educational
activities;

3. to promote collaboration and informational exchange about the study and
practice of democratic governance via both German and international contacts
and networks.

To achieve these objectives ZDEMO engages in a range of activities including:

conducting research on the effectiveness of such democratic institutions as
ministerial cabinets, parliaments, political parties, and public administra-
tions

hosting international research conferences and workshops on cutting-edge
themes in democracy research as well as research methods

sponsoring doctoral and postdoctoral research at the Center in the field of
democratic institutions through fellowships

organizing the annual Hans-Dieter Klingemann Lecture given by well-known
scholars in the field as well as hosting frequent guest lectures of both, young
researchers and international democracy scholars

facilitating research and graduate training in the study of democracy as well
as in research methods and data analysis by organizing PhD seminars and
Summer Schools

cooperating in international networks with partner institutions in both Europe
and the USA

Moreover, ZDEMO has been active in assisting both the academic and policy
communities in understanding the functioning and performance of democratic
political institutions. It therefore liaises with Lander-level ministries and local
authorities, providing evaluation and analysis of institutional and administrative
reforms.

HISTORY AND STRUCTURE

The Center for the Study of Democracy (ZDEMO) was launched in 2004 as a
university-based institution that takes a broad approach to the study of democracy
across politics and society, economics and the environment. In the last years the
Center has more and more become a focal point for research and discussion about
democracy across the main scholarly disciplines represented at Leuphana Univer-
sity meaning economics, law, cultural studies and environmental sciences.

ZDEMO continues to further improve this promising interdisciplinary research and
cooperation.

To this end, ZDEMO has built up four research areas and will continue to expand
its research to altogether six main areas over the coming years:

Demaocratic institutions and government
Democratic theory and public policy
Democracy and international relations
Demacracy and political culture
Democracy and law

Democracy and civic education

Each of these areas is led by a professor, who works together with junior
researchers and other project staff. In total, the Center has some 20 people
actively associated with it.

Founding director of the Center is Prof. Dr. Ferdinand Miiller-Rommel.

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

To expand scholarly knowledge and public awareness about democracy and
its consequences, ZDEMO has pursued a range of research projects and policy
analyses involving the following themes:

Government and political leadership in modern democracies

Governing in party democracies
Elites and leadership

Institutional change in modern democracies

Direct democracy
European multi-level government
Modernization of public administration

Civil Society and participation in modern democracies

Value change and democratic development
Deliberative democracy and policy analysis
Democracy and strategy

Moreover, ZDEMO maintains as part of its research infrastructure a one-of-a-
kind database of democratic governments in Central and Eastern Europe, which
includes codified data on all constitutional institutions, electoral rules, political
parties, cabinets and elites in ten Central and Eastern European countries.

With the expansion of the Center to six full research areas, additional research
projects will commence in the fields of political culture, law and democracy
education.

GRADUATE TEACHING

The production of knowledge is of no use without a multiplication of this awareness
through the teaching and training of future policy practitioners and researchers.
ZDEMO together with the Institute of Political Science at Leuphana University
Lueneburg, engages in this effort on three levels:

Teaching in one of the main MA programs at Leuphana University,
Public Economics, Law and Politics (PELP).

The MA program “Public Economics, Law & Politics“ (PELP) focuses on the
interactions between state, economy and society. The aim is to enable students
of economics, law and political science to analyze and work on fundamental
questions and problems of public action from both a disciplinary as well as an
interdisciplinary perspective. Courses offered by ZDEMO staff focus on the demo-
cratic prerequisites, conditions, and consequences of public action in the interna-
tional context as well as on methods of comparative politics.

Doctoral training

ZDEMO organizes regular Doctoral training seminars providing PhD students with
the opportunity to not only present their projects and get feedback from experts in
the field, but also to learn about the professional and practical dimensions of doing
a PhD in political science. These include issues such as getting published, success-
ful grant applications (both national and European) and future job prospects.

Organization of Summer Schools on Government and Democracy

Between 2005 and 2007 ZDEMO organized three successive Summer Schools
that brought together an international team of renowned scholars in the field of
democracy studies and research methods to teach groups of 20-25 junior
researchers (mainly MPhil and PhD students) working on Central Eastern
European democracies. Funded by the ECPR and the German Academic Exchange
Service (DAAD), the Center for the Study of Democracy provided the location and
the organizational management. Further ZDEMO Summer Schools are planned.



