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2 PANLY COMMEATON TS KT 0ES NOT Since they allow for the communication, particpation WITH THE EMERGENCE OF KEITAI A TRANSFORMATION IN COMMUNITY
NezzssrLruCToN &

it : BULDING HAS TAKEN PLACE THAT IS BEST DESCRIBED WITH THE TERM
o e and mobitzation of socil communiis, media and A e i e AL
WAL LFBa IR, T ConmNLY e e - o e
STRENGTHEN FAMILY BONDS IN TWES OF T 2o Taa
NCREASING FLEKBILITY AND MEBILTY - human interactions and relations. win PENFORCES AND
PEPRODUCES TRADITIONAL
their unique features and capabilities to communicate (GENDER ROLES N THE
HOUSEHOLD (POBASHI 2005)
across space and time mobik phones have taken part]
In creating new social situations and complex modes
afmﬁe/'e‘:cnnns that call for new s.acta/mmns and B MAKING ANCNYMOUS:
regulations. These transformations are being ESTABLISH A TELECOCOON cONTACTS W CrRERSPACE
JAPAN IS OFTEN DESCRIBED AS COLLECTNIST NATION | THE KEITA| SUPPORTS
WHERE THE AFFILIATION IN GROUPS IS CRUCIAL - examined. ags)nstdm background of vs/i/es, traditions| INTMATE CO) ) RELATIONS WITH INTMATE
EVERYDAY LIFE IS STRUCTURED BY THE DIFFERENCE by " STRANGERS (TOMITA 2005).
BETWEEN 'UHI' (INSIDE) AND 'SOTO' (QUTSIDE).  an Ja FRIENDS AND FAMILY.
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THE HIGH PROFILE OF TEXTUAL SIGNS AND 3 T T wekesT
THE RELEVANCE ASCRIBED TO WRITTEN - ey eReuLA
LANGUAGE AND READING EXPERTISE 3 T froreiig
CORRESPOND WITH THE HIGH USAGE OF TEXT 4 : rEDE
BASED KEITAI APPLICATIONS. ; . " ) roRMaTAN ANG

A5 the smallest unit of cultural semantics, SIONS are the foundation
onto which all 10, interprecation and

| processes build up. Media provide the material or technical carrier |
that is needed to make signs appear and transport their message.
According to poststructurslist influenced semiotics, the meaning of
signs and words is not intrinsic or fixed, but generated through
interpretation and negotiation efforts in the actual communication
situation. Keeping this constructivist perspective in mind, this part of
Nops pmana e e s d a0 M
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NONVERBAL SIGNIFIERS TO COMMUNICATE . ¢ explor
MOTIONS AND SENTIMENTS. A

AS EXEMPLARILY REVEALED IN THE
IMMENSE POPULARITY OF ANIME AND
MANGA- IN KEITA| COMMUNICATIONS

in culturs/ studies, pleasure i & category of strong
|importance. According to Fiske (1987) the pleasure of
consurming cutural artefacts consists in producing
meanings that are based on everyday life knowledge and
expenience and do not necessaniy meet the producer’s
intention. To be popular with a diversity of mobile phone
users the devices have to provide the textual and
matenial space for these pleasures and meanings to be.
45 A SMALL, INDVDUAL AND PORTABLE : articulated, The study at hand looks at the popular
TECHNOLOGY THE KETAI 1S ONE AMONG
plessures ascribed to the keitai and how these:
TS e O T GRaT L8 Ske. 3 \0 attributions shaw in the appropniation of the technalogy. AT LTS
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