
Video Vortex #9 – Re:assemblies of Video 

Video Vortex is an international conference addressing online video. The ninth edition 

took place from 28 February to 2 March 2013 at Leuphana University of Lüneburg 

with over 50 invited international participants. The event was organized by the 

Moving Image Lab and the Post-Media Lab. 

Networked video has entered a new phase and become part of major configurations. 

The days of pioneers and amateurs seem to be over, as do the old worlds of profes-

sional broadcasting networks: Digital technologies have professionalized production, 

and do-it-yourself skills have established new styles and formats. Tubes, channels 

and domains for mobile video are part of our everyday digital life. These tectonic 

shifts – from amateur and professional to an assemblage of media creators, from 

spectators to participants, and from a single viewpoint to parallax perspectives – 

have given rise to effects of a geographical and generational scope yet to be determi-

ned. The ninth edition of Video Vortex, organzied by the Moving Image Lab and 

the Post-Media Lab, proposes that now is a time to re-engage with a structural and 

contextual analysis of online video culture. 

Two keynotes extended the discursive field of Video Vortex #9: Beth Coleman re-en-

gaged local affairs with visions of networked activism, and Nishant Shah unpacked 

video at the digital turn as object, as process, and as a symptom of the transnational 

flow of ideology, ideas and infrastructure, especially in emerging information societies 

in the uneven landscape of globalization. 

Video Vortex #9 also featured a number of performative lectures and thematic work-

shops dealing with video realities. We followed up on the long tails of rebellion with 

Mosireen Collective in Cairo and Margarita Tsomou in Athens. Boris Traue and Achim 

Kredelbach, aka Jo Cognito, discussed YouTube’s recent forays into televisual terrain 

and its delegation of organizing power to commercial “networks” and media agencies. 

Boaz Levin looked at the way media gravitates towards im-mediating events, and 

Miya Yoshida critically questioned familiar terminologies from “amateur” and “user” to 

“prosumer” and “citizen reporter.” 

In the run-up to the actual Video Vortex event, international video correspondents 

have been investigating phenomenologies of video online. After 10 joyful years of 

global ubiquity, the conference engageed with reinventions of the local under conditi-

ons of digital culture. A collaboration with the local video activist collective Graswur-

zel.tv, whose activities are linked with antinuclear protests in Wendland (near Lüne-

burg), explored mobile video in (alternative) news journalism. Artist Stephanie Hough 

joined with local participants to oppose tracking and other incursions into our screen 

lives by turning a public square into a stage for a mass lip-sync. 

The future of film as it fuses with video in the digital realm, and the reconfiguration of 

its aesthetics, interfaces, production and distribution, were discussed with Thomas 

Østbye and Edwin, the directors behind the participatory film project 17,000 Islands, 

and explored by Seth Keen in the domain of interactive documentary on the web. 



Alejo Duque and Robert Ochshorn analyzed the technological appearances and tra-

vesties of video, the soft power of codecs and compression in the information com-

plex, and how to “interface”. 

Video Vortex #9 was part of the Lüneburg Innovation Incubator, a major EU project 

financed by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and the Federal 

Sta-te of Lower Saxony. 

http://videovortex9.net/
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ViDEo VoRTEX is AN iNTERNATioNAL CoNfERENCE sERiEs 
ADDREssiNG oNLiNE ViDEo. foR iTs 9TH EDiTioN WE AsK: 
HoW Do NEW AssEMBLAGEs of ViDEo sHifT MEDiAsCAPEs 
AND AffECT NoTioNs sUCH As THAT of THE UsER, CiTiZEN 
oR sPECTAToR? 

PLEAsE REGisTER oNLiNE foR THE EVENT. fREE ENTRY. 
HTTP://ViDEoVoRTEX9.NET/
HTTP://LEUPHANA.DE/CDC
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WELCoME GÖTZ BACHMANN, TiMoN BEYEs /
VERA ToLLMANN, oLiVER LERoNE sCHULTZ 
10.15

TWEETiNG THE REVoLUTioN
BETH CoLEMAN 10.30—11.15

THE fUTURE is BACK: NEW VisioNs foR fiLM 
oN THE WEB 
sETH KEEN, EDWiN & THoMAs ØsTBYE 11.30—12.45

DEVELoPiNG AND fUNDiNG TRANsMEDiA
ARNDT PoTDEViN, ALEXANDER V. LUKoWiTZ, 
JAN oEHLMANN, RANGEEN HoRAMi,
EDWiN & THoMAs ØsTBYE, 
MARTiN KATić & THEREsA sTEffENs,
MAX VALENTiN 14.00—18.00

DiGiTAL NATiVEs 
RENÉE RiDGWAY
16:30-18:00 

EDiTiNG sEssioN 
VV#9 TEAM 14.00—15.00

iNsiDE THE ViDEo 
VoRTEX
RoBERT M oCHsHoRN 
15.00—18.00

RECEPTioN: TALKs, TAPEs AND ViDEo 
GABRiEL s MosEs, ANDREAs TREsKE 
20.00—22.00

MULTiTUDEs 
MARGARiTA TsoMoU, sAsCHA siMoNs 
10.00—11.30

CoPY ‘N’ PAsTE AWARD
PosT-MEDiA-LAB 21.30—22.30 
sALoN HANsEN, sALZsTRAssE 1

ViDEo AND oPEN soURCE (M)ooCs
CARoLiNE HERoN, JoNATHAN sHAW, 
sHAUN HiDEs, siMoN WoRTHiNGToN, 
10.00—15.00

fREE ViDEo iNfRAsTRUCTURE 
sAsCHA KLUGER, sTEfANo sABATiNi,
JAMiE KiNG, JAN GERBER, VoLKER GRAssMUCK
JoHAN PoUWELsE, sEBAsTiAN LÜTGERT 
15.00—18.00

DARK AMATEURisM
NELLi KAMBoURi, PAVLos HATZoPoULos 
11.45—12.45

PLURiVERsEs
JosHUA NEVEs, fiLiPPo sPREAfiCo, 
GABRiEL MENoTTi 14.00—15.00

CiTiZEN + 
MiYA YosHiDA 15.00—15.30

fiRsT PERsoN sHooTERs
BoAZ LEViN, PETER sNoWDoN 
15.30—16.45

CAiRo CAsE
AZiN fEiZABADi, KAYA BEHKALAM, 
JENs MAiER-RoTHE, JAsMiNA METWALY 17.00—18.30

LiVE fRoM THE sTREETs 
TiMo GRossPiETsCH, JAsMiNA METWALY,
BJÖRN AHREND, GRAsWURZEL.TV 20.00—21.30 
sALoN HANsEN, sALZsTRAssE 1

ViDEo VoRTEX PARTY 
23.00—2.00
sALoN HANsEN, sALZsTRAssE 1

BREAKiNG THE fRAME 
ViTo CAMPANELLi, RoBERT M oCHsHoRN 
10.30—11.45

(iN)VisiBLE sTRATEGiEs: CoDEC WARs AND 
CoPREsENCE 
ALEJo DUQUE, LUCíA EGAñA RoJAs 12.00—13.00

soCiAL ECoNoMiCs 
ANDREW CLAY, sTEfAN HEiDENREiCH &
DEBoRAH LiGoRio 15.00—16.30

GiViNG WHAT YoU DoN’T HAVE
CoRNELiA soLLfRANK 16.30—17.00

EDiTiNG sEssioN 2 
VV#9 TEAM 
14.00—15.00

TELE:VisioN:AssEMBLiEs 
oLiVER LERoNE sCHULTZ
15.00—16.30

NETWoRKiNG sUMMiT 
foR ViDEo ACTiVisTs 
GRAsWURZEL.TV 
14.00—18.00

HiGH TECH LoW LifE 
sTEPHEN MAiNG 17.00—18.15
sCALA KiNo, APoTHEKENsTRAssE 17

MAss LiP sYNC 
sTEPHANiE HoUGH 
14.00—14.30

RE:AssEMBLiEs of ViDEo
NisHANT sHAH 19.00—19.30

REGioNALE BARCAMP 
sEssioN
16.30—18.00

PRo-AM 
VioLA sARNELLi, 
NAN HAifEN, 
BoRis TRAUE & ACHiM 
KREDELBACH A.K.A 
Jo CoGNiTo 15.00—16.30

PosTAL ADDREss
CENTRE foR DiGiTAL 
CULTUREs
LEUPHANA UNiVERsiTY
sCHARNHoRsTsTR. 1
21335 LÜNEBURG
PHoNE: +49 4131 677 9000
MAiL@ViDEoVoRTEX9.NET
PLEAsE REGisTER AT 
http://bit.ly/sGtT86

THE CoNfERENCE LANGUAGE 
is ENGLisH. LiVEsTREAM 
of KEYNoTEs AND LECTUREs 
WiLL BE PRoViDED.

VENUE
CAMPUs RoTEs fELD
WiLsCHENBRUCHER WEG 69
21335 LÜNEBURG
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