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Lüneburg, 01.06.2017 

Master’s or Bachelor’s thesis at IETSR 
The Institute for Ethics and Transdisciplinary Sustainability Research (IETSR) is currently looking for 
two students who want to write their Master or Bachelor thesis in the research area: “Indigenous and 
local understandings of change and transformations: How can indigenous and local paradigms 
complement our scientific understanding of transformations?”. The two theses are part of the PhD 
project from David P. M. Lam who is conducting research in the project Leverage Points for 
Sustainability Transformations. 
 
Research topic 
Currently, sustainability transformations research is discussing concepts of transformations (i.e. 
transition theory, resilience, social innovation, social movement) which have been strongly shaped by 
Western cultures, positivistic science, and the Enlightenment. Sustainability transformations research 
tries to better understand how transformations have happened in the past, how the dynamics and 
processes of transformations work, and how we can foster ongoing transformations towards 
sustainability. However, the question is how do other knowledge systems (or worldviews) than the 
scientific one understand change or transformations? The two theses will explore how indigenous and 
local knowledge systems understand change and transformations.  The objective is to add different 
understandings of change or transformations to the scientific literature in order to get a more holistic 
perspective of transformations. 
 
Two theses 
The research will be split into two theses. Here, we outline possible research designs: 

1. Systematic literature review: 
- Objective: To review the scientific literature on sustainability transformation in order to 

understand how indigenous and local understandings of change and transformations 
are currently presented in science. 

- Method: Systematic literature review, coding, content analysis 
2. Expert interviews: 

- Objective: To conduct interviews with experts on indigenous and local communities 
(e.g. Sami people from Sweden, Aborigines from Australia, Tsimané from Bolivia, Inuit 
from the Arctic regions, Māori from New Zealand) in order to understand how 
indigenous and local communities understand change and transformations. 

- Method: Expert interviews, transcriptions, coding, content analysis 
 
Requirements 
The students should be at the final stage of their degree, be familiar with sustainability transformations 
research, interested in indigenous and local communities (or indigenous and local knowledge 
systems), able to conduct research in English, and interested in publishing their theses. 
  
Time 
The two students should start their theses this year. 
 
Supervision 
The students will be supervised by David P. M. Lam, Prof. Dr. Daniel J. Lang, and Prof. Dr. Berta 
Martín-López  from the Institute for Ethics and Transdisciplinary Sustainability Research.  
 
Contact 
If you are interested in writing your thesis about the outlined research topic please send an email to 
David P. M. Lam (lam@leuphana.de, 04131-6774024) containing the following information: transcript 
of records, 1-2 examples of written text in English (e.g. essays, thesis), and a short statement of 
motivation (5-10 sentences). 
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