
 

 

29.04.2017 

Master’s thesis at IETSR 

The transdisciplinary sustainability research lab at the Institute for Ethics and Transdisciplinary Sustainability Re-
search (IETSR), offers the following topic for a master thesis: “Sustainability conceptualisations in different contexts” 
with a case study in the area of Oldenburg, Niedersachsen, Germany.  

 
This master thesis is part of the research done within the “Leverage Points for Sustainability Transformation” project. 
The project is funded by the Volkswagen Stiftung, via the “Science for sustainable development” call, and is hosted 
by Leuphana University Lueneburg. Understanding how changes in interconnected social-ecological systems facili-
tate the transformation to sustainability represents one of the key challenges of sustainability science. Drawing on 
insights from systems thinking and solution-oriented transdisciplinary research, this project will focus on hitherto 
under-recognized leverage points—system properties where a small shift can lead to fundamental changes in the 
system as a whole. Eight professors, five postdoctoral researchers, and nine PhD students are currently working on 
the project, creating an exciting and inviting academic environment. Our team’s expertise includes transdisciplinary 
sustainability research, sustainability governance, environmental psychology, public law, and ecology (see www.lev-
eragepoints/org/about-us). 

 
The concrete research aims to better understand sustainability conceptualizations of different actors. Because the 
individual understanding of sustainability includes subjective components, a crucial aspect for identifying and using 
levers is to understand how key aspects related to sustainability are conceptualised by different people, groups and 
organisations, in different contexts. Using the Q methodology as well as discourse analysis of interviews, these con-
ceptualisations will be identified for the two case regions.  

 
Data has already been collected in the form of semi-structured interviews in one of the two case study regions of the 
Leverage Points Project, Southern Transylvania, Romania. Hence, we are open for collaboration with a master student 
that would be interested to apply the parallel interview template in the Oldenburg region and perform a comparative 
analysis of the whole data. 

 
If you are interested to develop the topic of sustainability conceptualisation as part of you master degree, please 
send an email to Andra-Ioana Horcea-Milcu milcu@leuphana.de. 


