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This text aims to assist students in preparing for their thesis defence / oral examination for Bachelor's theses and
Master's theses. For theses supervised by Prof. Dr. Paul Drews, you are expected to follow these guidelines.

e Scheduling the appointment: The correction period for a thesis is four weeks. Once the first and second
reviewers have confirmed that the thesis is evaluated as ,passed’, an appointment for the examination
discussion can be scheduled. Once an appointment has been made, please fill out the appointment sheet
with the date details, sign it, and obtain the signatures of the first and second reviewers. Then, send the
appointment sheet to the Student Services. The Student Services also accept digitally signed appointment
sheets. Typically, the appointment sheet should be submitted to the Student Services 7 days before the
examination discussion.

e Duration: The examination discussion lasts 30 minutes. In the first 10 minutes, you may present the most
important components of your thesis (see below). In the following 20 minutes, questions about the
presentation and the written elaboration will be asked by the first and second reviewers.

e Mode (online/in presence): The examination discussion can be conducted either in person or online. Please
discuss the mode with your reviewers.

e Presentation: Please present the essential parts of your Bachelor's thesis again at the beginning of the
examination discussion, within a maximum of 10 minutes. Focus particularly on the parts you have worked
on yourself (not on the reproduction of basics). The presentation should follow this structure: Motivation,
Research Question, (possibly Definitions/Fundamental Theories/Models), Method & Approach, Results,
Discussion, (Outlook). Be sure to adhere to the 10-minute limit. If you exceed this time significantly, the
presentation may be cut short. You can use the Leuphana presentation template (see Intranet) or another
presentation template. Practice your presentation, include sources on the slides, and number the slides.

e Presentations in group theses (two or more students): Please discuss the duration and division of the
presentation before the appointment with the first reviewer.

e Questions: The questions may relate to both the presentation and the written thesis. For this purpose, it is
helpful if you have a copy of your thesis available. Try to answer the questions clearly and provide details
that demonstrate you have thoroughly engaged with the topic. Typically, the majority of the questions are
posed by the first reviewer, while the second reviewer primarily takes notes.

e Grading: The written grade accounts for 80%, and the oral grade from the examination discussion accounts
for 20%. Both parts are equally weighted by the first and second reviewers. The sub-grades are usually
communicated to you after a brief consultation between the first and second reviewers.
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o What's next? After the defence, the protocol created for the examination is forwarded to the Student Services
and should typically be available there within 2-3 days. For de-registration / exmatriculation and further
inquiries, please contact the Student Services.



