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Recognition of examination results achieved abroad 
Information for those responsible for major, minor and complementary studies 
 
The recognition for studies abroad and examination results achieved at a partner/host university abroad is regulated 
in the framework examination regulations of the Leuphana Bachelor and Master degree programs. In implementing the 
Lisbon Convention and the EU's Erasmus+ program, academic achievements are to be recognized in principle if there 
are no significant differences in reference to the examination achievements to be achieved at Leuphana.1 
 
 
Learning Agreement 
In order to give students planning security even before they start studying abroad, Leuphana has implemented a 
simplified recognition procedure: By concluding a learning agreement, binding agreements are made regarding the 
study program at the host university and its recognition at Leuphana before the start of the studies abroad. This 
procedure is mandatory for participants in the exchange programs and highly recommended for 'Free Movers' who do 
not study at partner universities. 
 
Depending on their course selection, bachelor's students make a binding agreement regarding the study program at 
the host university with the responsible person for recognition designated for major, minor and complementary studies 
(Teaching and Learning: subject coordinators), while master's students do so with their major and complementary 
coordinators. An up-to-date list of authorized responsible persons for recognition is provided by the Leuphana Student 
Service on the pages of the College/Graduate School. Only these designated responsible persons are authorized to 
determine the equivalency of courses/modules and validate it on the routing slip or the Learning Agreement. 
 
Any changes in the responsibilities must be reported to the Leuphana Student Service in written and must be sent 
directly from the responsible department/by the (newly) responsible person with a request for updating the list. 
 
o Participants in the Erasmus+ program first create a draft for their study program on the routing slip and then, on 

this basis, the Online Learning Agreement, which will be eventually approved by the Erasmus university coordinator 
(International Center) and transmitted to the host university for confirmation. 

o Participants in exchange programs outside the EU and Free Movers fill out the Learning Agreement form directly.  
 
Any changes to the agreements require the approval of the responsible persons by signature on the routing slip or by 
e-mail, and, if necessary, the attachment of the routing slip plus e-mail correspondence, and have to be put down in 
the (Online) Learning Agreement. If the confirmation of recognition is sent by email, the host university course and the 
Leuphana module must be clearly compared with the module number and title directly in the email correspondence (no 
reference to attachments allowed). 
 
All forms (routing slip and Erasmus+ Online Learning Agreement for Erasmus students; Learning Agreement for Free 
Movers and students at non-European partner universities) are available at t the following link:  
https://www.leuphana.de/einrichtungen/international-center/wege-in-die-welt/angebote-fuer-studierende/studium-
an-partnerhochschulen.html 
  

 
1  Cf. also HRK Guide to the Recognition of International Study Achievements:: https://www.hrk.de/themen/studium/anerkennung/ 

 

https://www.leuphana.de/einrichtungen/international-center/wege-in-die-welt/angebote-fuer-studierende/studium-an-partnerhochschulen.html
https://www.leuphana.de/einrichtungen/international-center/wege-in-die-welt/angebote-fuer-studierende/studium-an-partnerhochschulen.html
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Area of Recognition 
 
The European Area of Recognition Manual lists the following five core elements of the area of recognition: 
1. Quality 
The foreign university, or if applicable the degree program, must be accredited in the host country according to 
the regulations applicable there. This is the case for all of Leuphana's partner universities. Free Movers provide 
proof of equivalence by means of a corresponding printout from the KMK database (www.anabin.kmk.org); the host 
university must have a H+ status there.  
2. Level 
Examinations taken as part of a bachelor's program generally cannot be credited to a master's program and vice 
versa. In many countries, e.g. Australia, the UK and the USA, the course numbers provide information about the 
level (course numbers starting with 1-4 = undergraduate, above that graduate courses). 
3. Orientation towards learning outcomes 
The equivalence of course/module contents is not a decisive criterion for recognition. Rather, it is necessary to 
check whether there are significant differences between the knowledge and skills required at the host university 
and the home university. Learning outcomes should not be analyzed at the micro level, but rather in terms of the 
requirements for successfully continuing studies.  
Students are required to submit course/module descriptions of the courses/modules at the host university with the 
(routing slip for the) learning agreement; these should provide information on the knowledge and skills (learning 
outcomes) acquired in a course.  
Note: Many universities provide this information online. Other universities only provide course or module 
descriptions upon request or at the beginning of the semester. In these cases, curricula must be created based on 
older course descriptions and have to be updated later. 
4. Profile 
With regards to the comparability of the study programs - e.g. focus, qualification and competence goals, research 
or application orientation - the learning outcomes and the ability to continue studies should be the focus of the 
examination, i.e. the profile of a degree program should not be an independent necessary condition for the 
recognition of academic achievements.  
5. Workload 
In principle, 1 Leuphana CP corresponds to 1 ECTS credit. In the European Higher Education Area, there is no need 
to check the workload, since almost all European partners apply ECTS. 
 
Depending on the country and the university, however, 2 to 30 ECTS credits per host university course/module are 
awarded, in deviation from the 5 ECTS credits per module that are usual at Leuphana. However, a host university 
course with fewer or more than 5 ECTS credits can also be recognized as a 5 CP Leuphana module, provided that 
the qualitative learning outcomes match. It is also possible to credit 2+3 or 2+2 ECTS credits for a 5 CP Leuphana 
module, etc. For a host university course of 15 or 30 ECTS credits, as is common in Sweden, for example, 2-3 or 4-
6 modules should be recognized at Leuphana if the qualitative learning outcomes correspond, so that students do 
not have to complete a disproportionate amount of additional work at Leuphana with a full workload at the host 
university.  
 
The ECTS tool is usually not available for determining the workload at non-European universities. However, some 
internationally oriented universities have determined an ECTS equivalence for their European partners. For other 
universities, the full-time student workload must be determined and converted into ECTS. 
 
The following table shows equivalents or conversions that have already been made. 
 

  

http://www.anabin.kmk.org/
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ATTACHMENT 1: Conversion recommendation 
 

Country Partner university Semester workload Conversion recommendation 

Australia U of Queensland 8-10 units 4 courses 2 units 5 ECTS 

Argentinia FADU 16-20 creditos 4-5 courses 1 credito 
1,5 ECTS 
credits 

Brasil U de Sao Paulo 12-15 creditos  3 creditos 5 ECTS credits 

Chile U Santiago de Chile 16-20 creditos 4-5 courses 1 credito 
1,5 ECTS 
credits 

China 
Hong Kong 

all 12-18 credits 4-6 courses 3 credits 5 ECTS credits 

Columbia EAFIT 12-15 creditos 4-5 courses 1 credit 2 ECTS credits 

India Chandigarh U BA: 20-25 credits BA: 4-8 courses 1 credit 
1,5 ECTS 
credits 

Canada Guelph Humber 2,5 credits 5 courses 0,5 credits 5 ECTS 

Korea SKKU, Soongsil 
BA: max.18 credits, 
MA: max. 9  credits 

BA: 6-7 courses 
MA: 3-4 courses 

3 credits 5 ECTS credits 

Lebanon AUB 
BA: min. 12 credits 
MA: min. 9 credits 

BA: min 4 courses 
MA: min 3 courses 

1 credit 2 ECTS credits 

Mexico U La Salle, UAM  5-6 courses 5 creditos 5 ECTS credits 

Peru PUCP 15 creditos  1 credito 2 ECTS credits 

Russia all 15 credit units  1 credit unit 1 ECTS credit 

Taiwan National Central U 
BA: 16 credits 
MA: 12-15 

 3 credits 5 ECTS credits 

USA all 
BA: 12-15 
MA: 9 credits 

 
BA: 3 credits 
MA: 3 
credits 

= 5 ECTS 
= 5-10 ECTS 

 
 


