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Detailed insights into  

Blended Intensive Programmes (BIPs) 

1.1 Organisational prerequisits for BIPs 

Administrative framework 

A BIP Partnership consists of at least three Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) holding a 

valid ECHE certificate. The participating HEIs need to be located in (at least) three countries 

associated to the Erasmus+ Programme or EU member states (programme countries). 

These three partners jointly develop and implement a learning course as part of a BIP. For 

example, block events, summer schools or project seminars addressing a topic embedded in 

the HEIs’curricula and addressed either to students (SMS) and/or employees (STT) of the 

partner institutions involved. 

Within a BIP, a total of at least ten (10) participants must be physically mobile between the 

partner institutions in order to ensure the eligibility of the BIP as set out in the Erasmus+ 

funding guidelines. Participants may include students as well as university staff. 

Academic framework 

Ideally, a BIP is embedded in the curriculum of the students’ degree programme and/or in a 

structured institutional approach to staff training for employees. Students receive (at least) 3 

ECTS credits for their BIP participation from the receiving institution. After successful com-

pletion af a BIP, these must be awarded, officially confirmed in a transcript of records or 

equivalent certificate and then be recognised by the sending university (as agreed in the 

Learning Agreement). ECTS credits do not need to be certified and recognised if the mobile 

participants are not enrolled in degree programme as part of which ECTS credits are ac-

quired. 

Oficial guidance on eligibility conditions and BIP eligibility can be found in the European 

Commission’s Erasmus+ Programme Guide (see guide for each annual call). 

 

1.2 Funding rules 

BIP participants (learners and employees) receive individual financial support from the Eras-

mus+ budget of their respective sending HEI. This requires that prior to the organisation of a 
BIP all participating HEIs have been in close contact with each other, both at academic and 
administrative level, since all the sending institutions finance their participants’ planned mo-

bility activities from their institutional Erasmus+ budget. 
  

https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/resources-and-tools/documents-and-guidelines?facets__field_eac_type=96
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Students participate in a BIP as part of a Short Term Blended Mobility (SMS). The funding 
typically consists of the following elements: 

• Individual support (SMS support rates for Blended Short Term Mobility)  

• Funded travel days as required/necessary 

• Travel support (unit costs; higher rate in case of green travel, if applicable) 

• (where applicable) top-up amount for students with fewer opportunities 
 
Employees participate in a blended short-term mobility (STT) for training purposes. The 

funding typically consists of the following elements: 

• Individual support (STT/STA funding rates for Blended Short Term Mobility) 

• Funded travel days as required/necessary 

• Travel support (unit costs; higher rate in case of green travel, if applicable) 
 

 

1.3 Objectives and duration 

BIPs are either addressed to a group of students (SMS) and/or employees (STT); the activity 

thus primarily focusses on learning or training activities. In either case, the duration of a 

physical BIP mobility is 5-30 days (SMS/STT). 

Employees may also participate in a BIP via staff mobility for teaching purposes (STA) In this 

scenario, they may teach learning and training content of a BIP. However, such STA mobility 

activities are only eligible as individual short-term blended mobility, as they focus on teach-

ing (rather than learning & training activities). Thus, such STA participants neither count to-

wards the official number of required participants for a BIP.   

In order to maintain the eligibility of a BIP, it is highly recommended that all HEIs involved 

clearly differentiate between the total number of participants (local/visiting), the number of 

physically mobile participants (SMS/STT/STA) and the number of actually eligible mobility 

activities of a BIP (SMS/STT).   

The physical learning activities of a BIP are complemented by a mandatory virtual compo-

nent, which takes place before, in parallel with or after the project. There are no require-

ments for the didactic or content design of the virtual phase; For guidance and inspiration, 

please see an up-to-date best practice publication by the European Commission1. 

BIPs are financed by the European Union’s internal policy instruments, i.e. participants from 

KA171 partner countries may be sent to participate (and may even be linked to a BIP in Bene-

ficiary Module) but are not included in the minimum number of required participants to se-

cure the funding eleigibilty of a BIP.   

 
1 European Commission | Directorate-General for Education, Youth, Sport and Culture (Ed.): Erasmus+ 

higher education student and staff mobility – Good practices in the implementation of the virtual compo-

nent of blended intensive programmes (BIPs). Online publication: 106/2025. (link) 

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2766/9490144
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1.4 Roles of participating HEIs 

A partner university assumes the overall coordination of a BIP and receives financial re-

sources for this purpose (BIP organisational support, BIP-OS). Once a BIP has been com-

pleted, the coordinating university is obliged to report on the project to its National Agency. 

The following roles and resulting tasks and duties are assumed in a BIP: 

Coordinating HEI 

This HEI is responsible for the overall coordination of a BIP, i.e. the application and manage-

ment of BIP-OS to its National Agency. It also serves as sending or receiving university. From 

an administrative point of view, it is easiest for the coordinating HEI to also act as a receiving 

institution of a BIP and for all mobility activitiesto take place there. No transfer of authorised 

financial resources is required; however, it is also possible that a coordinating university 

sends participants. 

The level of BIP-OS depends on the planned number of physically mobile participants across 

borders (at least ten) and is capped at 20 participants. One university is entitled to EUR 400 

per participant, which means that a maximum eligible BIP-OS funds of EUR 8000 may be 

granted. In this context, it is essential that the sending universities enter the BIP participants 

into Beneficiary Module in a timely manner and link them to the BIP. In order to do so, the 

BIP ID of the coordinating university must be communicated to the participating HEIs. This is 

the only way to ensure the eligibility of a BIP. 

Receiving HEI 

Only one of the universities assumes this role. A BIP is always implemented in the country 

where it is located or in the higher education institution itself. The local students of this HEI 

may participate in a BIP but cannot be counted as physicaslly mobile participants as defined 

in the Erasmus+ programme rules because they do not travel across borders to the place 

where the BIP is hosted. Thus, such participants are considered ineligible and are not among 

the minimum of ten (10) mobile participants required to ensure the eligibility of a BIP. In 

other words: One of the (at least) three HEIs does not send participants, as domestic funding 

of mobility activities from Erasmus+ funds is not allowed. 

Entsendende Hochschule 

This role is (usually) assumed by two of the participating universities, but not by the receiv-

ing university. Each sending HEI finances the funding of its mobile participants from its own 

Erasmus+ budget. Administratively, all BIP mobility activities are documented, financed and 

reported in Beneficiary Module as Blended Short Term Mobilities. As in the case of regular 

individual mobility projects, all contractual documents must be prepared and signed.  

 

1.5 Application for funding (via the NA) 

Universities holding a valid ECHE certification may apply to their National Agency for one or 

more BIPs (including BIP-OS) under the annual Erasmus+ call for KA131. In addition, BIPs 

may be applied for as part of the redistribution(s) of funds for ongoing projects of a call for 
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proposals by a coordinating university after the start of the project and may be thus also ap-

proved at a later stage by the National Agency (subject to the availability of funds). 

Prior to a BIP, it is advisable to discuss with potential partners the number of participants, 

the target group of the BIP (SMS/STT) and, where appropriate, the teachers (STA) in charge 

of implementation. Although this is not a prerequisite for applying for the BIP-OS, it lays the 

foundations for reliable planning and implementation and a transparent division of roles 

within the project. 

 

1.6 Further ressources 

• European Commission | Directorate-General for Education, Youth, Sport and Culture 

(Ed.): Erasmus+ Programme Guide. Call 2026. English Version. Online publication: 
111/2025. (link) 

• European Commission | Directorate-General for Education, Youth, Sport and Culture 
(Ed.): Erasmus+ higher education student and staff mobility – Good practices in the imple-

mentation of the virtual component of blended intensive programmes (BIPs). Online publi-

cation: 106/2025. (link) 

• Nationale Agentur im Deutschen Akademischen Austauschdienst | NA DAAD (Ed.): Eras-

mus+ Leitfaden der NA DAAD für Mobilitätsprojekte KA131 und KA171 der Aufrufe 2022, 

2023, 2024 und 2025. Online publication: 807/2025. (link) 

• European Commission | Directorate-General for Education, Youth, Sport and Culture 

(Ed.): Blended mobility implementation guide for Erasmus+ higher education mobility 

KA131. Online publication: 110/2022. (link) 

• European Commission | Directorate-General for Education, Youth, Sport and Culture 

(Ed.): Higher Education Mobility Handbook: For Higher Education Institutions (Grant Appli-

cants and Beneficiaries). Online publication: 106/2021. (link) 

  

https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/resources-and-tools/documents-and-guidelines?facets__field_eac_type=96
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2766/9490144
https://www.ina-daad.de/content/uploads/2025/08/Leitfaden_NA_DAAD_2025.pdf
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2766/467485
https://eu.daad.de/service/downloadcenter/de/46402-downloadcenter/?q=Mobility%20Handbook&sortBy=download.title_asc&page=1
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