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Track Description

Recent Global Risk Report 2026 (WEF, 2026) highlighted the polycrisis - interconnected risks-
climate change, misinformation, economic instability, societal polarization, and deepening
inequalities. For higher education, this means we cannot only teach technical knowledge we
must also prepare students to deal with uncertainty and leading amidst the poly crisis. While
business schools increasingly acknowledge the importance of sustainability and responsible
management education, dominant pedagogical approaches often remain narrow leaving
students largely disengaged. Business schools do not sufficiently provide their graduates with
the aptitude to contribute to and solve grand challenges that our society is facing (George et al.,
2016) and many of the schools still operate in functional ‘silos’ that keep them away from the
real-life challenges. There is an urgent need to rethink not only what we teach but how we
teach future managers and leaders. If we need to prepare business school graduates for a
better future then we need to break the silos, engage in the interdisciplinary dialog (Martins et
at., 2024) and provide them with a holistic understanding of grand challenges that nurture self-
awareness, collaborative envisioning, and strategic reasoning skills (Carbone et al., 2025),
emphasize contemplative practices, self-awareness and reflective thinking (Kumar et al., 2023)
to instil sustainability mindset through the power of art (lvanova et al., 2026; Yang et al., 2021).

This track positions arts and arts-based pedagogies as relevant and impactful approaches to
reclaim, resist, and reimagine responsible management education for a sustainable future. Art
across forms such music, dance, theatre, poetry, storytelling, film, performance, craft, culinary
and other creative practices encourage one to inquire, explore and discover by oneself. When
art becomes the primary tool in the students’ learning process, then they learn with the art
(Vijayaraghavan and Singhal, 2024). This track aligns closely with the core themes of the RMER
Conference as arts-based approaches enable educators and learners to reconnect with lived
experiences, create spaces for questioning dominant assumptions,



power structures and nurture empathy that helps graduates envision regenerative, inclusive,
and solidaristic forms of organizing beyond business-as-usual.

The proposed track is well aligned with the conference theme “Reclaim, Resist, Reimagine:
Sustainability and the Future of Responsible Management Education” that invites scholars to
engage in a timely and critical conversation about how business schools and educators can
respond to this moment of uncertainty. Offered by the co- chairs of the newly launched PRME
Working Group on ‘Arts for Impact’, this track welcomes contributions that explore how arts-
based pedagogies advance sustainability and responsible management education by cultivating
empathy, systems thinking, and social sensitivity in a world facing multiple, intersecting crises.

We invite both scholarly and practice-based work that reflects on the promises, tensions, and
institutional challenges of integrating arts into management education.

In keeping with the focus on arts and arts-based pedagogies, the track will adopt a blended
format combining elements of a traditional research track with an interactive poster session.
Submissions are invited on themes including, but not limited to, the following:

* Arts-based approaches to teaching sustainability amidst polycrisis

* Protest arts as pedagogical tools for critical reflection

* Arts-based pedagogies in leadership education

* Educators as artists in responsible business education

* Aesthetic learning spaces as a setting in RME

* Applying digital technologies and crafts in art-based pedagogies

* Creative methods for engaging marginalized voices and grassroots perspectives

* Assessment, reflexivity, and learning outcomes in arts-based RME

« Faculty experiences, dilemmas, and institutional constraints in adopting
creative pedagogies.
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