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3.00 p.m. - 3.15 p.m. CET Welcome by the Graduate School‘s Vice President, 
Prof. Dr. Markus Reihlen

3.15 p.m. - 4.15 p.m. CET Becoming part of the doctoral experience at Leuphana
- Part 1: Getting your doctorate started
- Part 2: Being part of the Leuphana doctoral experience 
(doctoral research groups and doctoral courses)
- Part 3: Profiting from our support structures

4.15 p.m. - 4.30 p.m. CET Q&A Session Leuphana Doctoral Track // alternatively 
Mobility Break

4.30 p.m. - 5.15 p.m. CET PhD Café with two Leuphana doctoral candidates 
(Lea Jakob and Najamul Memon) from doctoral research 
groups and Prof. Dr. Matthias Wenzel

5.30 p.m. - 6.00 p.m. CET Q&A Session with the Graduate School doctoral team

PHD INFORMATION DAY – 10 APRIL 2024
PROGRAMME



LEUPHANA GRADUATE SCHOOL
GETTING YOUR DOCTORATE STARTED
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AGENDA

1. Admission &  the process towards a doctorate
2. Finding a topic and supervision
3. Financing options
4. Forms of publication and time planning

AGENDA
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ADMISSION INFORMATION: GRADUATE SCHOOL 



REQUIREMENTS
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Special eligibility
— Final grade at least "good" (i.e. better than 2.6)

— Final grade in the first state examination in law at 
least "sufficient“

Subject-relevant degree:
— Master‘s degree
— Staatsexamen 
— Diploma / Magister‘s degree
— Equivalent international degree  see anabin.kmk.org
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ADMISSION PROCESS

Application

Examination of documents

Approval

Enrolment

- University degree certificate
- Supervisor‘s confirmation + supervision agreement
- Research proposal

- Formal review by Student Services
- Doctoral board examines on the basis of academic criteria
- Allocation to doctoral research group

- Acceptance to doctoral studies for 6 years
- Invitation to enrolment / pay fees

- Registered doctoral student
- Semester fees
- Access to university infrastructure
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DOING YOUR DOCTORATE

Research

Teaching

Projects

Courses

Papers

Conferences

Networking

Presentations
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THE DOCTORAL EXAMINATION PROCEDURE
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Application

Review

Disputation

− 4 printed copies + electronic version
− Proof of participation in the doctoral programme
− Declaration

− 3 professorial reviewers (one of whom can be the supervisor)
− Assessment: Acceptance / Acceptance with conditions / Rejection
− Display to members of Leuphana (2 weeks)

− Presenting and „defending“ research results in a discussion with the review board
− approx. 90 minutes

Publication − Make results "appropriately" accessible to the scientific community
− No later than one year after the defence
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Doctoral Certificate



DOCTORAL REGULATIONS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM
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AGENDA

1. Admission & the process towards a doctorate
2. Finding a topic and supervision
3. Financing options
4. Forms of publication and time planning

AGENDA
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HOW DO I GET ...

... a topic?

... financing?

... a supervisor?
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DEFINING THE TOPIC

Requirement: 
„The thesis must be a complete, self-contained piece of work on the subject in question, and it must
demonstrate the author's ability to engage in in-depth independent academic work and make a contribution
to developments in the field.” (Leuphana Doctoral Regulations)

Different options:
− Developing a topic yourself
− Topic assignment through project / professor

Starting point:  
Interest in and expertise on a narrowed research topic

Sources for the independent choice of topics
− Current discourses in research: publications, conferences, conversations with professors
− Which topics might be promising for a career in the labour market or in academia?
− Closing research gaps based on Master's thesis
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DEVELOPING YOUR TOPIC

Drafting a research proposal:

— Relevance of the topic

— State of research and research gaps

— Own research interest and objectives

— Methodological approach

— Access to material / resources

— Work plan

— Preliminary outline of the work

— Literature

— max. 5 pages
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DOCTORAL RESEARCH GROUPS



MAKING CONTACT AND GETTING CONFIRMATION FOR
SUPERVISION

First contact by mail

Short curriculum vitae and research proposal as an attachment

Appointment for a personal conversation

In case of success: written confirmation of supervision + 
supervision agreement
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AGENDA

1. Admission &  the process towards a doctorate
2. Finding a topic and supervision
3. Financing options
4. Forms of publication and time planning

AGENDA
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FINANCING YOUR DOCTORATE: OVERVIEW

Position at the university:
Research associate Scholarship

Other occupation
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FINANCING YOUR DOCTORATE (1) 
RESEARCH ASSISTANT

 Temporary occupation (minimum of 2 years)
 Mostly part time (minimum of 50 %)
 Tasks for the university / professorship (1/3 

of contractual working time must be free for
work on the dissertation)

 Teaching duties
 Workstation at the university
 Social security
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FINANCING YOUR DOCTORATE (1) 
RESEARCH ASSISTANT
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www.jobs.zeit.de
www.academics.de| LEUPHANA GRADUATE SCHOOL19

FINANCING YOUR DOCTORATE (1) 
RESEARCH ASSISTANT

http://www.jobs.zeit.de/
http://www.academics.de/


FINANCING YOUR DOCTORATE (2) 
SCHOLARSHIP

 Time limited (mostly 3-4 years)
 No official duties for the university
 No teaching duties
 Usually no workstation at the university
 Tax-free; no social security
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https://www.european-funding-guide.eu



www.stipendiumplus.de
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FINANCING YOUR DOCTORATE (3)
OTHER OCCUPATION

 No official duties for the university
 No teaching duties
 No workstation at the institute where you do your

doctorate
 Challenges: Time management
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AGENDA

1. Admission &  the process towards a doctorate
2. Finding a topic and supervision
3. Financing options
4. Forms of publication and time planning

AGENDA
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FORMS OF PUBLICATION

Cumulative

- Individual articles (at least 3) in renowned 
journals (peer reviewed)

- Publication status can differ according to
"published/accepted", "under review" or are, in 
the opinion of the supervisor, principally suitable

- Framework paper establishing the link between 
the articles

- Regulations regarding co-authorship
Contributor Roles Taxonomy (CRediT)

Monographic

- A complete work that is submitted in its entirety 
after completion

| LEUPHANA GRADUATE SCHOOL25
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TIME PLANNING

− Don‘t underestimate the time required for bread-and-butter job and other academic commitments (teaching,

presentations at conferences, etc.)

− Research networking as an important element of a career in academia

− Publication process unpredictable

− Time for family, social contacts and regeneration

− Include time buffer according to 60:40 rule.

− Develop work routines (fixed place, fixed times) check for writing groups, esp. at the later stages

− Individual financing has to be considered (contracts, scholarships, etc.).
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At Leuphana, admission is granted for 6 years (extension possible)



PHD GUIDES AND ORIENTATION WEBSITES

 In German
 Free Online Version 
 (Internet) Search for: „ZEIT Ratgeber Promotion“

 In English
 Federal Ministry of Education and Research: www.research-in-germany.org/en
 German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)

27 | LEUPHANA GRADUATE SCHOOL27



LEUPHANA GRADUATE SCHOOL
BEING PART OF THE DOCTORAL EXPERIENCE



AGENDA

1. Leuphana Doctoral Research Groups 
(Promotionskollegs)

2. Leuphana Doctoral Courses 
(Promotionsstudium)

3. Graduate School Opening Days

AGENDA

| LEUPHANA GRADUATE SCHOOL2



THE LEUPHANA DOCTORAL RESEARCH GROUPS …

− … form an interdisciplinary community of doctoral candidates working in similar fields
− … connect supervisors, guest lecturers and fellow doctoral candidates
− … offer a feedback hub for your own research project
− … are your academic home base during your time at Leuphana
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EDUCATION HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL 
SCIENCES

SUSTAINABILITYMANAGEMENT AND 
TECHNOLOGY

Classroom Research

Psychology and Self-
Regulation

Professionalization and
Professional Development

Social Pedagogy / Social
Work

Knowledge, Cultures and
Digital Media

Philosophy, Literature
and History

Representation, Visuality, 
Knowledge

Sociology and Cultural 
Organisation

Urban and Cultural Area 
Research

Cultures of Critique (DFG) Sustainability Science

Entrepreneurship, 
Management & Innovation

Management, Accounting 
& Finance

Engineering

Information Systems & 
Data Science

Literary, Arts and Music 
Studies
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DOCTORAL RESEARCH GROUPS AS THE ACADEMIC HOME
BASE OF ALL DOCTORAL CANDIDATES

PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Economics

Law

Political Science

Joachim Herz Doctoral
School of Law

Behavioural Economics & 
Social Transformation
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AGENDA

1. Leuphana Doctoral Research Groups 
(Promotionskollegs)

2. Leuphana Doctoral Courses 
(Promotionsstudium)

3. Graduate School Opening Days

AGENDA
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Practising Research for
Science and Society 

5 CP

Engaging with Research 
Ethics

5 CP

Discussing Research 
Methods

5 CP

Research Forum I 
(Colloquium)

5 CP

Discussing Research 
Perspectives

5 CP
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Research Forum II 
(Colloquium)

5 CP

Dissertation
Guest Lectures

Retreats

Doctoral Research Groups

Conferences
Research Stays

Doctoral Courses

INTERPLAY OF DISSERTATION, DOCTORAL RESEARCH
GROUPS, DOCTORAL COURSES AND CAREER NETWORKING
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THE LEUPHANA DOCTORAL COURSES …

− … are comprised of 6 obligatory modules, consisting of 5 credit points each
− … are cooperatively designed by the five academic schools and the Graduate School
− … are enriched by international experts of different disciplines
− … support your research methods with regard to science and society
− … offer new perspectives for your career in academia and beyond
− … offer a unique possibility to meet doctoral candidates and scholars from other fields
− … allow creditability („Anrechenbarkeit“) of external seminars, summer schools, etc.
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LEUPHANA DOCTORAL COURSES: SNEAK PREVIEW

− The good Scientist: A Seminar on Research Integrity
 In connection with an Onboarding Session and the Graduate School Opening Days
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Practising Research for
Science and Society 

5 CP

Engaging with Research 
Ethics

5 CP

Discussing Research 
Methods

5 CP

Discussing Research 
Perspectives

5 CP

− Qualitative Research Methods // Quantitative Research Methods
− Advanced Statistics
− Introduction to Systematic Reviews

− Philosophy of Law
− Philosophy of Social Sciences (in cooperation with Copenhagen Business School)
− International Political Economy

− Designing and Publishing Research
− Writing a Journal Article
− Research Practices and Ethics in Legal Sciences
− Feature your Future: Future Strategy Thinking (International Summer School)

Examples of seminars 2023-25
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QUICK FACTS
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− The module „Engaging with Research Ethics“ has to be completed during your first year at Leuphana.
− The other modules should be chosen as it best suits your research project.*
− All modules have to be completed when handing in your dissertation.
− Most seminars are taught in English and as block teaching (3-4 days).
− The Research Forums are held usually on a weekly or fortnightly basis (L.o.I. varies).
− The majority of the doctoral courses take place on campus.
− Many Research Forums allow for hybrid sessions.
− Additional online seminars are offered on a semi-regular basis.
− Choice of seminars depends on your needs // some seminars focus on specific research groups.

*Exception for doctoral candidates at the School of Management and Technology:
All non-Research-Forum-modules should be taken within the first year.



EXAMPLE OF INNOVATIVE TEACHING FORMATS // 
CREDITABLE FOR DOCTORAL COURSES
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AGENDA

1. Leuphana Doctoral Research Groups 
(Promotionskollegs)

2. Leuphana Doctoral Courses 
(Promotionsstudium)

3. Graduate School Opening Days

AGENDA
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OPENING DAYS OCTOBER 2024: INTRO SESSION, KICK-
OFF RESEARCH ETHICS AND PANEL DISCUSSION

12

TOPIC OF THE PANEL
DISCUSSION:
RESEARCH >> 

TRANSFORMATION
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AND AT THE END THERE MIGHT BE…
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LEUPHANA GRADUATE SCHOOL
PROFITING FROM OUR SUPPORT STRUCTURES



AGENDA

1. Leuphana Qualification Fund (Qualifizierungsfonds)
2. Career Support and Counselling
3. Support Services @ Leuphana

AGENDA
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THE QUALIFICATION FUND PROMOTES THE 
POSITIONING AND NETWORKING OF RESEARCH 
ACTIVITIES.

3 | LEUPHANA GRADUATE SCHOOL

Active conference participation

Research stay

Summer School

Basic conference participation

Publication Advice

up to 500 Euro per conference

up to 1.500 Euro per conference

up to 1.000 Euro per School

up to 2.000 Euro per stay

up to 1.000 Euro per advice

− Travel, flight and accommodation costs
− Conference or participation fees
− Office space rental costs

− Travel, flight and accommodation costs

Conference organization up to 2.000 Euro per conference

For presenters at the conference:
− Travel, flight and accommodation costs
− Fees
For the organization of the conference:
− Personnel resources for assitants
− Costs for conference materials
− Catering costs



AGENDA

1. Leuphana Qualification Fund (Qualifizierungsfonds)
2. Career and Counselling Support
3. Support Services @ Leuphana

AGENDA
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CAREER SUPPORT: GRADSKILLS PORTAL
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SPECIAL OFFERS: CERTIFICATE „LEADERSHIP IN 
SOCIETY AND BUSINESS“ (IN GERMAN)

1 year

12 workshop days

materials for individual reflection as
an online resource 

individual transfer project

strong peer-group support 
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CAREER ORIENTATION: COUNSELLING AND COACHING

- Free counselling and coaching services to doctoral
candidates

- Topics: orientation, dealing with expectations, goals and 
perspectives, strategic planning of next steps and decision-
making

- Independent and confidential advice or coaching
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AGENDA

1. Leuphana Qualification Fund (Qualifizierungsfonds)
2. Career and Counselling Support
3. Support Services @ Leuphana

AGENDA
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LEUPHANA OFFERS TO DOCTORAL CANDIDATES AT 
DIFFERENT INSTITUTIONS

9

Personnel
Development for
Academic Staff

Teaching Service
Media and 

Information Center

International Center

Writing Center

Methods Center

Counselling and Workshops 
for careers in science

Improving teaching skills

IT-Support, equipment, 
courses, 
research data management

Writing consultation

Methods consultation

Language Courses
Assistance with housing, 
visa etc.
Research stays abroad

Research Service

Cooperation Service

Proposal and grant writing
counselling

Start-up counselling

Mentoring
family service; contact in 
case of discrimination or
abuse

Office for Equal
Opportunities
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WELCOME TO LEUPHANA GRADUATE SCHOOL!
On Campus: Building No. 14 (Graduate House)
Online: www.leuphana.de/en/graduate-school
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